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Wildfire: An uncontrolled fire spreading through 
vegetative fuels, exposing and possibly 
consuming structures. 

WHAT IS A WILDFIRE?
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A WILDFIRE IS NOT A HOUSE FIRE
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WILDFIRE IN A COMMUNITY CAN 
LEAD TO URBAN CONFLAGRATION
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DURING A WILDFIRE, EMBERS ARE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR ~ 90% OF STRUCTURE IGNITIONS

People & 
Pets

Papers & 
Documents Meds

Pictures Computers Creditcards



C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y 

R
E

SI
LI

E
N

C
Y

People & 
Pets

Papers & 
Documents Meds

Pictures

7

THE FUNDAMENTALS OF WILDFIRE 
MITIGATION BEST PRACTICES

COMMUNITY 
RESILIENCY

HOME 
HARDENING

DEFENSIBLE 
SPACE

EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS
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MATERIALS
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wildfirepartners.org         
Resources
Factsheets         
Internet Search Terms
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ELIMINATE OR MITIGATE COMBUSTIBLE FENCING
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CONSIDER NONCOMBUSTIBLE FENCING OPTIONS
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NONCOMBUSTIBLE FENCING?
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COMBUSTIBLE FENCING – IMPROVED 
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CHOOSE A PATIO – THE ALTERNATIVE TO A DECK 
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COMPOSITE DECKING
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ALL PRODUCTS ARE NOT CREATED EQUAL
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THE FINAL LINE OF DEFENSE
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DEFENSIBLE SPACE
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DEFENSIBLE SPACE



JUST SAY NO TO JUNIPERS!



Conifer trees 
should be limbed 
up to enable easily 
raking out 
combustible debris 
from beneath. 

Bare ground or 
rock are good 
options for 
beneath these 
trees. Wood mulch 
should never be 
used. 

Grass should be 
maintained below 
four inches tall. 
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RE-ENVISION LANDSCAPING 
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RE-ENVISION MULCHING 



A variety of design 
approaches is highly 
encouraged

 (ie containers, yard 
art, various surface 
materials)



USE DECORATIVE 
ROCK, GRAVEL AND 

STEPPINGSTONE 
PATHWAYS BETWEEN 

ISLANDS, WHICH 
HELPS TO BREAK UP 

VEGETATION AND 
FUELS.

PLANT IN SMALL IRREGULAR 
CLUSTERS OR ISLANDS 
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INSURANCE AND WILDFIRE RESILIENCY
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RESOURCES

 CSFS

 CSU Extension 

 Local Government – Building Department, Emergency 
Management 

 Local Fire Protection Districts or Fire Departments
 Colorado Springs Fire Department
 Elk Creek Fire Protection District

 Wildfire Councils 
 West Region Wildfire Council (Delta, Gunnison, Montrose, 

Ouray and San Miguel counties)
 Grand County Wildfire Council



Abby Silver
asilver@bouldercounty.gov

mailto:asilver@bouldercounty.gov
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